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camps, and the security police were brought under control. In the econ-
omic sphere, important concessions were made to the peasants, and
government set to work seriously to make more consumer goods avail-
able to improve the standard of living. The credit for these improvements
must go largely to Malenkov.
KHRUSHCHEV'S RISE TO POWER
It is not necessary for our purpose to follow the manoeuvrings by which
Khrushchev ousted his rivals. It is sufficient to say that though by 1957 he
had become the undoubted master, his position has never been compar-
able to that of Stalin. As Crankshaw puts it, 'Stalin was Frankenstein to
the Soviet Union. In so far as he aspired to be an absolute and arbitrary
dictator Khrushchev (or anybody else) would find himself reduced to
the rdte of the sorcerer's apprentice.' He is nevertheless supreme and the
process by which he manipulated the Party and Government machinery
to secure this position, is not without interest.
In his later years Stalin had been served by two largely separate
bureaucracies. There were the professional politicians who controlled the
mechanism of the Party and there were the men who ran the vast State-
owned industries or carried on the administrative functions of govern-
ment. The men of this latter class might or might not be Party members,
but they were as a rule not zealots and cared more for their work in
industry or administration than for Communist theory. They grew in
importance with the passing of the years and by 1950 it could safely
be said that they were more powerful than those who had given their
lives to the organization of the Party. The Party was in fact almost
moribund.
This mattered little while Stalin was alive, but after his death Khrush-
chev soon realized that real power might easily pass into the hands of the
State and industrial bureaucracy. He set himself, therefore, to renew the
power of the Party at the expense of its rivals. There was much talk of
reviving the spirit of Lenin. This meant simply that Khrushchev set to
work to cloak himself in the mantle of Lenin's authority. He rekindled
enthusiasm, he fought against the corruption which was corroding all
aspects of Soviet life and he placed his own trusted men in key positions
in the Party. It soon became his reliable instrument The big bureaucrats
of state industry still had to be brought more firmly under control and
this purpose was served by the decentralization of industry on which
Khrushdbev embarked in 1957. It is not necessary to believe that the